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Abstract: The Second Intermediate Period is
exemplified by the division of Egypt into several
dynasties. As current research proposes, those
who held administrative control in the north were
of Near Eastern origin, their power likely stem-
ming from commercial ventures initiated in the
preceding Middle Kingdom when dynamic trade
networks spanned the region. The resulting cul-
tural encounters were complex and multifaceted,
with various groups and ideas crossing borders.
Yet, shifts in power from the Twelfth Dynasty to
the Second Intermediate Period would have feasi-
bly affected such encounters. The evidence exam-
ined here focusses on Levantine elements in
Nubia: the presence of people of Near Eastern
ancestry and products of Levantine influence that
crossed the southern borders of Egypt. It con-
cludes with observations on shifts in the nature of
these encounters, and how such shifts could be
connected to other political and cultural develop-
ments associated with the fall of the Middle King-
dom and the beginning of the Second Intermediate
Period.
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The period spanning the Middle Kingdom and
Second Intermediate Period witnessed heightened
interactions between the Egyptians and their
neighbours. Various groups from the Near East
and Nubia travelled into Egypt for diplomatic,
commercial, vocational and, as some would argue,
hostile pursuits. Egyptian rulers also embarked on
several military and commercial campaigns to the
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south and north-east, safeguarding Egyptian eco-
nomic interests while satisfying ideological
responsibilities.! Middle Kingdom interests in the
Levant were largely commercial in nature, with
little evidence for direct administrative control. In
the south, however, the Egyptians built a series of
forts and garrisons along the Nile, benefitting
from Nubia’s rich natural resources and strategic
location. The resulting cultural encounters were
complex and multifaceted, leading to dynamic
trade networks that bridged Africa, Asia and the
Aegean. Eventually, groups of Near Eastern origin
increased in population and power in Egypt, their
dominance likely manifesting in the rise of inde-
pendent dynasties in the Delta, including that of
the Hyksos. The concurrent decline in pharaonic
power, however, led to the central administration’s
loss of Egyptian strongholds in the south, with
local Nubian populations ultimately garnering a
force that threatened Seventeenth Dynasty rulers
in Egypt. While such relations between the Egyp-
tians and these foreigners continue to receive
scholarly attention, little research has surfaced on
the encounters between the Levantine and the
Nubian: what was the nature of these cultures’
interactions, and how were they affected by
Egypt’s progression into the Second Intermediate
Period?

Previous research has postulated that the rulers
of the Fifteenth Dynasty and those in Kerma were
in contact. Evidence for direct contact, however,
has been questioned, with some even arguing
against Second Intermediate Period trade links
between the Hyksos-controlled areas of Egypt and
Nubia.? Yet, excavations in both regions continue

2 Rysnorr 1997, 140-141; Bourriau 1991, 129-130; Ben-Tor,
ALLEN and ALLEN 1997, 58-59; MiNor 2012, 52-53, 72,
155. For a discussion on the presence of Nubians at Tell el-
Dabra, see HEIN 2001, 199-212; FuscaLpo 2002; AstoN and
Baper 2009, 63-65; AstoNn and Bietak 2017. See also
Maric 2014.
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Fig. 1 Sites examined in the text

to reveal data that, at the very least, supports an
active trade network that incorporated Nubia, the
Delta and the Levant,® hinting at the possibility of
direct and/or indirect intercultural encounters
between the respective entities of each region.
Indeed, such encounters could have plausibly
developed into the late Second Intermediate Peri-
od ties suggested by historical sources* as well as
archaeological evidence in the Oases.’ The follow-
ing paper offers further preliminary discussion on
the matter, focussing on evidence for the presence
and/or knowledge of Levantine elements in Nubia
from the Twelfth Dynasty to the early Second
Intermediate Period.

The evidence is organised topographically
(Fig. 1) and includes material of clear provenance
and context. It comprises artefacts of Levantine(-
influenced) shape or with Levantine artistic
designs, and texts with toponyms or appellatives

3 See, for instance, S. Smita 2004, 215; AstoN and BADER
2009, 63—-64; Torok 2009, 107-108; AstoN 2012; Forst-
NER-MULLER and Rose 2012a; 2012b, 53, 58; DirminTI 2014;
Aston and Bietak 2017.

4 For the Second Stela of Kamose, see GARDINER 1916,
95-110; HaBAcHI 1972.

linked to the Near East, here left untranslated for
emphasis. Additional examples of uncertain con-
text, such as scarabs, are presented as indicators of
possible contact. The presented collection is not
intended to be exhaustive, but is rather a selected
group of finds that sufficiently offers observations
on the nature and shifts in encounters with Near
Eastern elements and entities to the south of
Egypt. Scarab seal typology follows Ben-Tor’s
classifications,® whereas the typology of Tell el-
Yahudiyah ware is reliant on the recent work by
Aston and Bietak.” The Egyptian chronological
outline of the late Middle Kingdom to early Sec-
ond Intermediate Period adheres to Ryholt’s chro-
nology, with northern Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Dynasties and southern Sixteenth and Seventeenth
Dynasties.® As for Levantine chronology, synchro-
nisations of the Middle Bronze Age (MBA) follow
Bietak’s low chronology, with the MBIIA period

3> See O’ConnNoRr 1974, 32; KenpALL 1997, 30; D. DARNELL
2002; J.C. DARNELL 2002a; Yurco 2004; CoLiN 2005.

¢ Ben-Tor 1997; 2007.

7 AstoN and BIETAK 2012.

8 RynoLt 1997.



correlating with the Twelfth and the first half of
the Thirteenth Dynasty, the MBIIA-B to the third
quarter of the Thirteenth Dynasty, and the MBIIB
to the end of the Thirteenth and the first half of the
Fifteenth Dynasty (Fig. 2).°
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Fig. 2 Chronological correlations between Egypt and the
Levant. After Bietak 2010, fig. 7.
* Following Bietak’s low chronology

®  The terminology employs the traditional tripartite division
of the MBA. Bietak 1984; 1989; 1991. The low chronology
has recently been questioned following the radiocarbon
dating of samples from Egypt and the Levant, as published
in HOFLMAYER et al. 2016; HorLmavErR and ConeN 2017,
HorLmayer 2017. The proposed new chronology has, how-
ever, been contested in Bietak 2016; BEN-Tor 2017.
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Encountering Levantine elements at Egypt’s
southern ‘border’

Aswan

Strategically positioned to the north of the First
Cataract is the First Upper Egyptian nome,
Aswan. The site’s granite quarries yielded a large
concentration of inscriptions that signal their
heavy exploitation throughout pharaonic history.!"
Many can be dated to Dynasty 12, the graffiti
written by either quarrymen, expedition members
or passers-by to regions further south.!! While
longer inscriptions are rare, Middle Kingdom
graffiti typically feature the names of visiting offi-
cials, their titles, and a list of household mem-
bers.'> Two such inscriptions are pertinent for this
study.

The first was commissioned by Sobekwer who
is represented as a standing individual with few
delineating features. It reads:"
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W htp di nsw.t Bb.tt Hnm.w “nk.t di=sn
pr.t-hrw t hnk(.t) k3.w 3pd.wn k3 @n(.y) ir.y
[s8(r)?] Sbk-wr m3-hrw nb im3h ® msi n T-ti
m3C.t-hrw nb.t im3sh @ sn=f Nh.t-[..]Jw-©
imn.y m3<-hrw iri n’I-ti m3°(.t)-hrw ©ir.y .t
n(.y) .t hnk.t Nb-swmn.w m3<-hrw nh(.w)
n(.y)niw(.t))*DImny m3-hrw sn=f nh(.w)
n(.y) niw(.t)(?)Imny ®msi nI-ti m3(.t)-hrw
it=f (iYym3h.y(?) Rn=f-nh-nhn m3°-hrw @ iri
n Kkw m3t-hrw mw.t=f nb.t pr(.w) I-ty
m3<.t-hrw iri.t n Sm.t m3°(.t)-hrw O mw.¢

10 De MORGAN et al. 1894; ENGELBACH 1923; Pepen 2001,
37-39; KLemm and KrLemMm 2008; KELANY et al. 2009.

" PepeN 2001, 37-39.

2 PepeN 2001, 38.

13 The transcription is after DE MORGAN et al. 1894, 38 [166].
The transliteration and translation are by the author.

4 For this reading, see WARD 1982, 74 [604]; SCHNEIDER
2003a, 24.
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n(.y) Sm.t iri.t n Pnt [...] m3%.t-hrw sn.t=f
Kkw m3 .t hrwiri.t nT-ti m3<(.t)-hrw Wsn=f
im.y-r3 Shn.wty n(.y) hnk.t Tmny m3°-hrw iri
nl...lJpw-n-pr-hd Iy m3-hrw...

M An offering which the king gives and Satet,
Khnum and Anukis: may they give an invocation
offering of bread, beer, beef and fowl for the ka @
of the keeper of [linen?],”> Sobekwer, justified,
possessor of reverence, @ born to I-ti, justified,
possessor of reverence; “ his brother © Nekhet]...]
uimeny, justified, born to I-ti, justified; © hall-
keeper of the kitchen,'® Nebsumenu, justified; citi-
zen (?), ” Imeny, justified, his brother, citizen (?),
Imeny, ®born to I-ti, justified; his father, the hon-
oured one (?), Renefankhnekhen, justified, ® born
to Keku, justified; his mother, lady of the house,
I-ti, justified, born to 3m.¢, justified; '© mother of
Sm.t, born to Penet[...],"” justified; his sister,
Keku,”® justified, born to I-ti, justified; !V his
brother, chamberlain of the kitchen, Imeny, justi-
fied, born to [..Jpuenperhedj @ I-y, justified...

The text invokes an offering to the king and
gods of the southern region, followed by a list of
Sobekwer’s family and household members. The
descendents of Sobekwer’s matrilineal grandmoth-
er, 3m.t, include ‘lady of the house’ I-ti (Sobekw-
er’s mother) and five grandchildren (Fig. 3). I-ti is
attested in another unprovenanced stela, Musée
Guimet C 12, along with her daughter and son
Imeny."” As the stela has been assigned to the early

Pnil...] g‘

Keku o Sm.a

Renefankhnekhen ¥ I-ti o/

I T T T 1
Sobekwer E‘*}chhct[...]uimcny ¥* Nebsumenu ¥ Imeny f Keku !

Fig. 3 Suggested genealogy of Sobekwer’s family, as outlined
in his graffiti at Aswan

5 Title as translated in WARD 1982, 66 [544]; SCHNEIDER
2003a, 24.

1©° 'Warp 1982, 57 [458].

7" Not attested in RANKE 1935-1977. Perhaps the name is
derived from a Semitic word such as benet ‘daughter’ or
banah ‘to build’. For examples on the translation of Semit-
ic b as Egyptian p, see Hocu 1994, 402. For more on the
interchange of p/b in Egyptian, see WARD 1975.

18 RANKE 1935, 349 [8].

! Her daughter is given the title ‘lady of the house’ in the
stela. SCHNEIDER 2003a, 67.

20 ScHNEIDER 2003a, 24, 67.

Thirteenth Dynasty,*® Sobekwer’s inscription may
be similarly dated to this period.

The second graffiti was left behind by the
‘major-domo’ ITuseneb and likewise includes an
offering formula to the southern gods along with a
list of household members. The latter only feature
Tuseneb’s mother, brother, aunt and the =
Sm.tTsm33 ‘Sm.t Isma’?' As she is the only indi-
vidual with no apparent familial relation to lusen-
eb, perhaps she was his wife or concubine.

The two graffiti add to a number of texts that
mention individuals of seemingly Egyptian identi-
ty with relatives, particularly of female sex, named
Sm or 3m.t. From the Middle Kingdom, the term
Sm(.t), translated as ‘Asiatic’ in the literature,
was evidently used as both an ethnic identifier as
well as an appellative for individuals originating
from the Levant.?? Records, such as Papyrus
Brooklyn 35.1446, suggest that immigrants with
Semitic names were likely given Egyptian names
upon entry to Egyptian households, settlements or
other institutions.?® These Egyptian names could
be marked by a preceding or subsequent term
Sm(.t) to indicate that the individual either partly
or fully was identified or identified him/herself
with a foreign ethnic group from a region to the
north-east of Egypt. In cases of marriage with
Egyptians, or perhaps other foreigners within
Egypt, the children or first generation were usually
attributed with Egyptian names; so, if not for a
corresponding 3m, their foreign ancestry could
not be textually identifiable. Indeed, such foreign
ancestry could likely not be represented for rea-
sons of decorum, status or profession. Yet, perhaps
as a means to highlight or acknowledge this ances-
try, texts that were possibly created or commis-
sioned by these individuals retain the 3m element
for the one dedicating the text or for a relative(s) of
his. Consequently, this individual could be consid-
ered of either Levantine descent or of mixed
Egyptian-Levantine ethnic identity, the term

2l pE MORGAN et al. 1894, 42 [7]. The name is not attested in
RANKE 1935. ScHNEIDER 2003a, 24.

2 Tt is also possible that individuals from the Sinai were

labelled as 3m, yet the evidence remains inconclusive. For

more on the term and its association with ethnicity, see

REDFORD 1986, 127-132; ScHNEIDER 2003a, 5-7, 316-338;

EspiNEL 2006, 145-146; MouraD 2015, 194—196; SARETTA

2016, 11-43. For the similar use of the term Md3(w/y), see

Liszka 2012, 192—193.

3 See Haves 1972, 99, pls. 8-13; ScHNEIDER 2003a, 60—61;
Mourap 2015, 116-117, 194-196, 291-297, fig. 7.8; SARET-
TA 2016, 110-112.



‘Levantine’ here etically denoting one of many
possible ethnic groups that could have existed in
the Levant at this time. In Sobekwer’s case, the
graffiti represents him as a second generation
Egyptian of Asiatic ancestry. Whether or not he
identified himself in reality as of mixed ethnicity
is uncertain, as is the degree of his expression of
Egyptian cultural traits or acculturation to the
Egyptian culture;* nevertheless, the inclusion of
the Bm element in his grandmother’s name sug-
gests that he at least acknowledged a foreign herit-
age and, perhaps, still retained some Levantine
elements in his cultural expression.

It is thus probable that such Levantine cultural
elements were encountered at Aswan. While luse-
neb’s graffiti refers to an Asiatic likely residing in
Egypt, that of Sobekwer points to the presence of
an individual of Asiatic descent working for the
Egyptian administration at the very south of
Egypt’s borders. Likely during the early Thir-
teenth Dynasty, this individual evidently chose to
record his visit in the typical Egyptian manner,
paying homage to Egyptian gods while noting for-
eign ancestry.

Other evidence for contact

The capital of the First Upper Egyptian nome, Ele-
phantine, yielded minor finds of Levantine origin
or inspiration. The earliest are fragments of
Levantine Painted Ware, one of which has been
stylistically dated to Dynasty 11 while another
was evidently found in a context dating to Senwo-
sret I’s reign.” Two other fragments were retrieved
from Stratum 14, which has also been assigned to

2% The situational nature of ethnic identity should be borne in

mind. Theoretically, Sobekwer may have identified him-
self as of mixed Egyptian-Levantine ethnicity, but may
have chosen to emphasise his Egyptian ethnicity at Aswan.
On the other hand, if he were to encounter other individu-
als of Levantine ancestry (or perhaps other foreigners) in
the area, then his Levantine ethnic expression may have
been more pronounced. The use of the term ‘acculturation’
follows Berry’s approach to the phenomenon. For more on
the dynamic nature of ethnicity and ethnic identity, see
EMBERLING 1997; Jones 1997, 109-125; S. SwmitH 2003,
13-17, 30-36; Knarp 2009, 37-40; GonzALEZ-RuiBaL 2011,
262-265; Liszka 2012, 41-57; Baper 2013; 2017. For an
overview of acculturation, see BERrRY 2003; 2005; PHINNEY
2003; ScuNEIDER 2003a; 2010, 143-146.

2 BacgH 2013, 65.

26 BacgH 2013, 65.

2 Ben-Tor’s Design Class 3A3-3A4. Von PiLcriv 1996, fig.
105 [95]; BEn-Tor 2007, 46—47.
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the period spanning the reigns of Senwosret I and
II1.2° Later strata have produced scarab seals bear-
ing MBA Levantine designs: one from the early
Second Intermediate Period Stratum 12 displays a
Horus hawk motif,?” and five others from Second
Intermediate Period Stratum 11 display such
motifs as red crowns, a kneeling figure and the
‘nr¢ formula.®® Two other scarab seals of king
Maaibra Sheshi, more recently assigned to the
Fourteenth Dynasty, were also discovered.”

Encountering Levantine elements beyond
Egypt’s southern ‘border’

Kumma

Located around 365 km south of Aswan is the fort
of Kumma (Semna East). Archaeological investi-
gations revealed over 130 Middle Kingdom rock
inscriptions engraved on the boulders and over-
hanging ravines surrounding the fortification.*
The texts comprise records of Nile levels, mostly
from Amenemhat III’s reign, as well as private
inscriptions of the late Twelfth and Thirteenth
Dynasties.’! As with the graffiti at Aswan, each
private inscription mainly consists of an offering
formula, the name of the individual who commis-
sioned it (a passer-by or an official of a nearby
fort), and a list of household members.*? Two texts
feature Gm.t women. Inscription no. 54 reads
O 3L ) eDlooPUT @ HEZIL o JIgT
2N O htp di nsw.t Hnm.w itn.w-pd.wt
Onk3n(y) nhn(y)tthks OBb(=i) m3*-hrw
irin Sm.t3 m3.t-hrw ‘O An offering which the
king gives and Khnum, opposer of bows,® for the

2 Ben-Tor’s Design Classes 3B3, 10C and 3C respectively.

While the stratum was dated by the excavator to Dynasty
17, Ben-Tor mentions a more recent analysis that instead
assigns its pottery to the early Second Intermediate Period.
Von PiLGrim 1996, 15, figs. 103 [256], 105 [27, 44, 78, 81];
BeN-Tor 2007, 46—47.

2 Rysort 1997, 369.

30 Lepsius 1849-1859; DunHaM and JaNsseN 1960. See also
HintzE and REINEKE 1989; Yvanez 2010.

31 DunaaM and JANsSEN 1960, 138; Yvanez 2010, 6-13.

2 Yvanez 2010, 12—-13.

3 The name has been transliterated by Yvanez as 3w. t; how-
ever, the text’s published photograph indicates that the
shape of the hieroglyph after the throwstick (Gardiner’s
T14) resembles more an owl (G17) than a quail chick
(G43). DunHAM & JansseN 1960, pl. 98 [E]; Yvanez 2010,
6-13.
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ka of the member of the ruler’s household,*
® Bebi, justified, born to Sm.¢, justified’.* The
second inscription, no. 70, preserves ¢ ¥ &=
ZaPE @ [smsw] Hrw-Nfr [iri n] nb.t
pr(w) Sm.t m3.t-hrw ‘@ [retainer], Herunefer,
[born to] the lady of the house, 3m. ¢, justified’.3
Both inscriptions were thereby recorded for the
sons of women designated as 3m.t. One is con-
nected to an elite household and the other was
probably an expedition member. They are attribut-
ed with Egyptian names and titles, highlighting
their adoption of Egyptian customs and profes-
sions. The preserved offering formula in no. 54
also mentions the local deity of Kumma, the
‘opposer of bows’, Khnum.?7 A typical feature of
inscriptions at Semna and Kumma, it shows the
acknowledgement of and adherence to Egyptian
textual and religious expressions utilised in the
region. As in the case of Sobekwer, the use of the
name G3m.t for the mothers of the officials points
to knowledge of their Asiatic ancestry and, per-
haps, their possible expression of some Near East-
ern cultural elements which are otherwise not rep-
resented in the inscriptions. Accordingly, the graf-
fiti imply that Asiatic descendants were present at
Kumma and were most possibly involved in Egyp-
tian expeditions either travelling through or sta-

3 Warp 1982, 75 [611].

% Sudan National Museum 34420. The transcription follows
Dunnam and Janssen 1960, 148 [R.1.K. 54], pl. 98 [E]. See
also Yvanez 2010, 59. An ‘overseer of the expedition of
Sm.w’ by the same name Bebi is also attested in a hieratic
inscription at Wadi el-Hol dated to the late Twelfth Dynas-
ty. The name of his mother, however, is not provided. J.C.
DARNELL et al. 2005, 87-89, figs. 20-21.

% Sudan National Museum 34348. The translation follows
the transcription in Dunaam and Janssen 1960, 152 [R.1.K.
70]. Yvanez, Hintze and Reineke instead translate the
inscription as ‘D May the king give an offering to Khnum
of Kumma, @ for the ka of the seal-bearer of the king of
Lower Egypt [...],Y Snb, (son of) Hrw-nfr, born of @ the
mistress of house, Nfrt, justified’ (HiNnTzE and REINEKE
1989, 132 [468]; vol. 2, pl. 182 [468]; Yvanez 2010, 39).
However, based on both these publications’ plates, such a
translation, especially of the name Nfr¢, cannot be veri-
fied. In fact, the name’s first sign is more likely a throws-
tick (Gardiner’s T14) rather than the heart-and-windpipe
glyph for nfrr (F35), as also suggested in SCHNEIDER 2003a,
49. Additionally, the line descriptions do not agree with
those in Dunham and Janssen. So, until a newer publica-
tion appears, the rendition here follows that in DuNHAM
and Janssen 1960, 152 [R.ILK. 70].

37 Yvanez 2010, 13.

3 VERCOUTTER 1964; 1965; 1970; 1975; 1976.

tioned in the nearby forts between the late Twelfth
and Thirteenth Dynasties.

Mirgissa

Probably established by Senwosret I and renovated
by Senwosret III, Mirgissa features a large fortifi-
cation surrounded by an Egyptian settlement as
well as several Egyptian and Nubian cemeteries. It
was explored by archaeologists as Vercoutter®® and
Reisner,* who uncovered evidence for late Middle
Kingdom to New Kingdom activity.*® Data relat-
ing to Levantines and Levantine(-influenced)
products comprises of scarabs, MBA pottery as
well as execration texts naming Asiatic rulers.

The execration texts were uncovered in a bur-
ied deposit of three interments positioned around
640 m north-east from the Mirgissa fort and
470 m north-west from the Egyptian settlement.
They included: four anthropomorphic limestone
statuettes, two of which are complete;* numerous
mud figurines and models of humans, animals and
other items;* deliberately broken red pottery frag-
ments, 197 of which are inscribed and 437 unin-
scribed;* and a human skull within a cup, evident-
ly linked to ritualistic human sacrifice.** Based on
the palaeography and orthography of the ceramics’

¥ DunnaM 1967.

40 VERCOUTTER 1976, 269-303; S. SmitH 1995, 67-69, 126—
132.

4 Their form is akin to the Saqqara execration figurines,
although they are beardless and with less voluminous hair.
See VERCOUTTER 1964, 61; ViLa 1963, 158, fig. 6; KoENIG
1990, 101; RiTNER 1993, 161-162; MouraD 2015, 80.

2 ViLa 1963, 158-159, fig. 17; 1973, 635-636; Koenic 1990,

101; RiTNER 1993, 159-161.

These are similar to the Berlin execration bowls. See ViLa

1963, 147-156, figs. 5, 7-8, 10-16; 1973, 637; MoURAD

2015, 115-116.

The entire deposit’s discovery was sparked by the finding

of an adjacent decapitated body which most possibly

belonged to the severed head. The skull was uncovered
with traces of beeswax dyed with red ochre, broken red
ceramics 15 cm away and, 5 cm from the pottery, a cere-
monial flint knife typically utilised for ritual slaughter.

43

44

The skeletal remains apparently point to the individual’s
Nubian origins, the excavators suggesting that, as they
were deposited before rigor mortis, they may be associated
with human sacrifice. However, further examination deter-
mining the exact cause and time of death could shed more
light on the decapitated body’s affiliation with sacrificial
practices and execration ritual. ViLa 1963, 146147, fig. 6;
VERCOUTTER 1964, 61; ViLa 1973, 628—631, 637-638; KoE-
NIG 1990, 101; RiTnER 1993, 162-163.



hieratic texts, the deposit has been dated slightly
before the Berlin execration bowls, between the
reigns of Amenemhat II and Senwosret 1I, when
construction at the fortress was carried out.* It is
here assigned to the latter part of the first half of
the Twelfth Dynasty.

Because the Mirgissa deposit was found in situ,
it clearly presents the ritualistic nature of execra-
tion texts and figurines.*® The ritual likely necessi-
tated the transportation of materials to an area
located quite a distance from the fortress, the
items then sequentially deposited in a ceremony
involving a sizeable party.¥’ It was possibly
designed to magically protect the nearby Egyptian
fortress and settlement from, as the repeated rebel-
lion formula of its texts note, =AW LR 2
LIRS A B shit(y)=snw3.t(y)=sn
pd.t(y)=sn dd.w pd=sn dd.w sbi=snm 3 pnr
dr=f ‘those who may rebel, who may conspire,
who may fight, who may speak of fighting and
who may speak of rebelling in this land in its
entirety’ (E1-6, J1-6, O1-7).*® As with the Saqqara
execration statuettes and Berlin bowls,* this for-
mula follows lists of Nubian, Libyan, Egyptian
and Asiatic people. The latter include the names of
five rulers, one governing fe~ewu Swiw (F4), one
at == scens Y-imww (F5) and three at
(097 Y-ink (F1-3). The Sm.w inhabitants of these
and two other lands (=J\ wu Kbny, or Byblos,
and le Ne=luu Tw3ti, perhaps Ullaza) are targeted
in G1-G6,° while HI1-5 feature the Asiatics’
e WE nht.ow ‘strong men’, Soenl wt n.w
nmt.t ‘quick men’, TeNE smaw ‘allies’, el
[dmd.y]w ‘assemblies’ and the S Y IR
Mntw of St.t.5' Despite the list’s small number of
entries in comparison to the Saqqara figurines and
Berlin bowls, it shares several similarities, particu-
larly with the latter, in terms of its toponyms as
well as the sequence of lands. One of Y-ink’s rul-

4 POSENER 1966, 278-279; Koenig 1990, 102.

46 Koenig 1990, 102; RiTNer 1993, 153.

47 RITNER 1993, 154-155; JamBoN 2010, 4—13.

4 All transcriptions and translations of the Mirgissa execra-

tion texts are after Koenig 1990, 109-113, 115, 119, 121,

125.

4 For more on these execration texts, see Mourap 2015, 80,
115-116.

%0 The sequence is the same as that found for f1-6 of the Ber-
lin Bowls. SETHE 1926, 55-56; MouraD 2015, 289-290.

St For more on the identification of St. ¢, see MouraD 2017.

2 See SETHE 1926, 45—46 [e2]; MouraD 2015, 288.

3 See Mourab 2015, 80, 115-116.
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ers, 1SmlliRSe~ 7h-y-im m w even bears the
same name as Y-ink’s ruler in the Berlin texts.”
The parallels either signal that the Berlin and Mir-
gissa texts were almost contemporaneous or that
they were reliant on the same set of Egyptian
records documenting the names of Levantine rul-
ers and their lands. The existence of such records
emphasises Twelfth Dynasty interests and knowl-
edge of Levantine political organisation, although
whether or not this was a portrayal of the contem-
porary situation in the Levant remains uncertain.*
Nevertheless, their utilisation in the elaborate exe-
cration ritual at Mirgissa expresses Egyptian con-
cern over foreigners and the apparent need to mag-
ically protect Egyptian interests and security along
the Second Cataract, a context heightening the rit-
ual’s connection to the ideological subjugation of
foreigners by the Egyptian hegemony. As such,
while the nature and function of the execration
texts express an obvious fopos, or stereotypical
representation of the foreign, they are not invalua-
ble; instead, they showcase an awareness and
knowledge of Levantine entities, knowledge which
was evidently employed in rituals even in an
Egyptian-controlled area of Nubia.**

Despite such ritualistic hostility against for-
eigners, a few archaeological finds from the fort
and cemeteries pertain to contact with the Levant.
Two clay seal impressions from the north-eastern
quarter of the fort’s Room 32 were uncovered,
both of which bear the same text reading smsw
Wy.t[...] imy-r3[...] Sm whm “‘nh m3-hrw
‘elder of the portal,® [..] overseer of [.], Gm,
repeating life, justified’” (Fig. 4 [1]).°® The inclusion
of whm “nh assigns the impressions to the Thir-
teenth Dynasty or later.” As the individual can
additionally be identified with an official of the
same name and title in Papyrus Boulaq 18, the
sealing can perhaps further be ascribed to the

3% For more on the ideological or rhetorical representation of

foreigners in Egyptian art and text, see LopPriENO 1988;
BaINES 1996; O’ConNor 2003; S. SmitH 2003, 19-29; 2007,
ScHNEIDER 2010; Liszka 2012, 71-76; D1 Biase-Dyson 2013,
18-21; MouraD 2015, 1214, 189-213; SArRETTA 2016, 11-43.
For discussion on the protection of a territory’s symbolic
borders, see LivErant 2001, 29-38. See also EspiNEL 2006.

55 WARD 1982, 152 [1309]; QuIrkE 1990, 87—89.

¢ DunnaM 1967, 164, 171, fig. 10 [4]; MARTIN 1971, 29 [314],
pl. 23 [29]. The name and title can also be read as smsw
my.t 3m m3-hrw [...] im.y-r3 [...] S-“nh ‘elder of the
portal, 3m, justified; [...] overseer of [...], Seankh’ (ScHNEI-
DER 2003a, 49; RANKE 1935, 300 [22]).

57 Ben-Tor 2007, 40.
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8 9 10

Fig. 4 Selected scarabs from Mirgissa. After MARTIN 1971,
pls. 8 [24], 23 [29]; VERCOUTTER 1976, figs. 5 [2], 6 [2-3, 7-9,
14, 16]

reign of either Sobekhotep II or Khendjer.®® The
name of the official, 3m, evidently links him to a
Levantine group, the seal impressions thereby
attesting to encounters with the Levantine culture
at Mirgissa. Another sealing from the fortress’s
Room 47 belongs to nb.t pr(.w) Nb.t-Kpny ‘lady
of the house, Nebet-Kpny’ (Fig. 4 [2]),” whose
name literally translates to ‘lady of Byblos’. While
a title is not provided, Nebet-Kpny was most likely

8 Tt is, however, pertinent to note that identification based
solely on similar names and titles is open to error. See
SCHARFF 1922, pls. 18%*—-19%%*,

% RANKE 1935, 189 [17]; Dunuam 1967, 166, fig. 10 [15];
MARTIN 1971, 58 [694], pl. 8 [24].

% See LaNGE and ScHAFER 1902, 101-103 [CG 20086], 244
[CG 20224]; 1908, 305 [CG 20678]; HobiasH and BERLEV
1982, 77-79; CorLier and QUIRKE 2004, 48—-49 [UC
32196]; Mourabp 2015, 119-120, 197, 270, 283-285, 300,
figs. 7.9-7.10.

o' VERCOUTTER 1976, 275-277; BEN-Tor 2007, 5657, n. 238.

¢ VERCOUTTER 1976, 276, fig. 6 [3].

% Ben-Tor’s Design Class 10D2. VErRcoUTTER 1976, figs. 5 [2],
6 [2]; BEn-Tor 2007, 101-102.

¢ Ben-Tor’s Design Class 9D. VERCOUTTER 1976, fig. 6 [7, 14];
Ben-Tor 2007, 97.

of high status to have her own seal. Her name, as
attested in other inscriptions and stelae,®® supports
the worship of the Byblite deity Baalat-Gebel and
highlights the possible association of the coastal
city with cultic prestige. The scarab is perhaps of
the late Middle Kingdom or later.

The site’s Egyptian Cemetery MX additionally
yielded several late Middle Kingdom to Second
Intermediate Period scarabs, at least seven of
which are associated with the north (Fig. 4
[3-9]D.%" One of these displays the nomen of
Sheshi (Fig. 4 [3])®* while the rest bear such
Levantine designs as the Hathor symbol (Fig. 4
[4]),* a crocodile, (Fig. 4 [5-6])** an antelope
(Fig. 4 [7-8]),% and the “nr¢ formula (Fig. 4 [9]).%
Tombs 3 and 117 each additionally yielded a piri-
form Tell el-Yahudiyah juglet that stylistically
dates between the Thirteenth to early Fifteenth
Dynasties.”” The tombs, however, were continu-
ously used between the late Thirteenth and Seven-
teenth Dynasties,*® so an exact date for the juglets’
deposition cannot be assigned. From the Kerma
Cemetery are a number of Levantine-inspired
scarabs displaying such motifs as confronted
cobras (Fig. 4 [10]), which could date from the ear-
ly to the late Second Intermediate Period.*

Combined, the finds point to some connection
between Mirgissa, the Delta region and possibly
even if indirectly the Levant. The seal impressions
of 3m support the employment of officials of Asiat-
ic ancestry in the Thirteenth Dynasty, with the
added possibility that 3m either visited the site or
was involved in a commercial enterprise leading to
his sealings’ deposition at Mirgissa. On the other
hand, the sealing naming Nebet-Kpny expresses
knowledge and appreciation of the Northern Levan-
tine city of Byblos.”” The rest of the scarabs and

6 Ben-Tor’s Design Class 9B. VERCOUTTER 1976, fig. 6 [9, 16];
BEen-Tor 2007, 95.

% Ben-Tor’s Design Class 3C. VERCOUTTER 1976, fig. 6 [8];
BEeN-Tor 2007, 83—85; RicHarps 2001, 310.

¢ Aston and Bietak’s Levanto-Egyptian Type 1.3.2b and
1.3.3. VErRCOUTTER 1975, 44-49, 154-164, figs. 11 [4], 62
[36]; KapLaN 1980, 95, figs. 32 [b], 38 [b]; AsToN and Bik-
TAK 2012, 169, figs. 106, 108—110.

08 KapLAN 1980, 95.

% Ben-Tor’s Design Class 9C3 and 9C5. VERCOUTTER 1970,
pl. 26 [5—-6]; Ben-Tor 2007, 95-97.

" For more on the relations between Egypt and Byblos in the
Middle Kingdom and early Second Intermediate Period,
see ALBRIGHT 1964; 1965; KitcHEN 1967, W. S. SmitH 1969;
ALLeN 2008; Frammint 2010; AuBer 2013, 201-265;
Mourap 2015, 62—63, 165—171 and references.



pottery can be generally ascribed to the Second
Intermediate Period, their small quantities more
likely indicating indirect trade with the north rather
than the presence of Levantine descendants at Mir-
gissa. Nevertheless, because the majority are from
cemeteries, some funerary significance may be
attributed to them. Hence, it is possible to ascertain
a minor development in the nature of contact with
northerners, from the ritualistic fopos representa-
tion of Levantine entities in the execration texts to
their mimetic attestations in sealings and the import
of products and, perhaps, people of Levantine ori-
gin into Mirgissa. Such imports, however, are only
observable in the archaeological record from at
least the reign of Sobekhotep 11 onwards.

Semna

Excavations at Semna, opposite Kumma, uncov-
ered forts and cemeteries of the Twelfth Dynasty
to the Second Intermediate Period.”! The fort of
Semna-West was renovated under Senwosret 111
with evidence of continuous occupation until the
New Kingdom.”? Of the three main cemeteries,
only Cemetery S500 contains Middle Kingdom
material, although some graves were plundered
and/or reused.”

Room 80 of the fort revealed a stela dedicated
to Paimi-ib.” Its Second Intermediate Period date
is validated by such orthographic features as the
spelling of the htp-di-nsw formula and the
glyphs for £3.w 3pd.w as well as the inclusion and
shape of the lunette’s wd3.t eyes.” Beneath the
lunette are three figures: a male and a female seat-
ed at the left before an offering table, and a man
standing at the right probably carrying offerings.
All three are carved with no delineating foreign
facial features and in typical Egyptian stances.
They are accompanied by three horlzont | l'nes

reading O ¥Z5da v Z2kEd @ Z
o EnSlZ O TR T2 DR Tl o htp dz

7' DuNHAM and JANSSEN 1960, XXiX—XXX.

72 DuNHAM and JANSSEN 1960, 14—15.

7 DuNHaM and JANSSEN 1960, 15.

7 MFA 25.634; DunHAM and JansseN 1960, 30, pl. 87 [b].

> For more on the dating criteria, see BENNETT 1941, 77-82;
FrankEe 2003, 39-57; ILin-Tomich 2011, 20-34.

6 The transcription and transliteration follow DunuaM and
JansseN 1960, 30, pl. 87 [b]. The translation is by the
author.

77 RANKE 1935, 227 [7-8].

78 ScuNEIDER 2003a, 30. While it is feasible that Resti is Pai-
mi-ib’s mother, her positioning, seated behind Paimi-ib
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nsw(.t) Wsirnb [...]d.t Tnp.w @ [hnt.y sh ntr
tp(y) dw=f di(.w)=(s)ln pr.t-hrw t hnk(.1)
kowi3pdwih.tnb(.t) [nfr(.t)] @ nh(.t) ntrim
n k3 n(.y) P3-imi-ib m3-hrw ‘O An offering
which the king gives and Osiris, lord [...] eternity
and Anubis, @ [foremost of the divine booth, who
is atop his mountain: may they give] an invocation
offering of bread, beer, beef, fowl and every
[good] thing ®upon which a god lives for the ka of
Paimi-ib, justified’”® The seated couple are
labelled respectively as 28 NIRRT P3-imi-ib
‘Paimi-ib’ and ™" 20 mw. =/ Rs-¢i ‘his moth-
er, Resti’,” the ‘his’ referring to the standing fig-
ure, a_a._nﬁ Sm-°().”® The son’s name implies
that Resti, and perhaps Paimi-ib, are individuals of
Asiatic origin who may have donned Egyptian tra-
ditions by commissioning the stela. Its placement
at Semna’s fort suggests that at least one of the
Egyptian-Asiatics had travelled south to this
region during the Second Intermediate Period.
Mention can also be made of the Twelfth
Dynasty stela of the ‘sealer of the king of Lower
Egypt’ and ‘overseer of the expedition’, Montuem-
hat” Although it does not specifically note the
presence of Levantines in Nubia, it does suggest
that particular officials were sent on expeditions to
both the north-east as well as the south. Unearthed
among the debris of the fort’s Room 147 West, the
stela includes an epithet of Montuemhat, describ-
ing him as @ ... 23204 SENFH o0 b
SN E SO L omer nsw.t n hnt Sps.ow=fr
d3r Ohn.yw St.t shi.w n.w B.w mh.ty(w) ‘®...
(one on whom) the king testifies above his nobles
to subdue @ the rebels of St. ¢ and the rebels of the
northern lands’®® This is followed by two epithets
concerning m3°.w ‘products’ and in.w ‘produce’
that Montuemhat brought into Egypt.®' Evidently,
the text points to bellicose activity against rebels
from the lands of St.  and the north, perhaps result-
ing in the distribution of spoils across Egypt.®

with one hand around his waist, the other holding a lotus,
suggests that she is more likely his wife.

7 JANSSEN 1952, 442445, pls. 16—17, DuNHAaM and JANSSEN
1960, 59-60, fig. 5, pl. 14; DEL1A 1980, 81-85, 121 and ref-
erences; PORTER and Moss 1995, 144-145.

80 The transcription and transliteration follow JANsSSEN 1952,
pls. 46—47; DunHAM and JANsSEN 1960, 59—60, pl. 14. The
translation is by the author.

81 Lines 3—4, in JANSSEN 1952, pls. 46—47.

8 Interestingly, the targets are specifically labelled as
‘rebels,” similar to those of the Mirgissa execration texts.
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Fig. 5 Selected scarabs from Semna. After DuNHAM and
JansseN 1960, pls. 120 [4, 25], 121 [25], 122 [6, 14, 17-18, 33,
45], 123 [7]

Little contemporary evidence for such hostile
activity exists, the only other definite military
campaign to St.¢ referenced in the stela of Khuso-

8 See BAINES 1987; MouraD 2013, 34, 44-45; 2015, 100101,
281.

8 JANSSEN 1952, 442-445; PoseNer 1966, 108, n. 7; DELIA
1980, 121.

85 JANSSEN 1952, 442—445; DeLia 1980, 81-85, 121; PorTER
and Moss 1995, 145.

8 As also surmised in DeLIA 1980, 81-85, 121.

87 Another sherd is described to be similar to the Tell el-
Yahudiyah juglet. No image of it has been published for
further assessment. DunHAM and Janssen 1960, 29, 71, fig.
26; WiLLiams 1975, 624; KaprLan 1980, 98.

8  Aston and Bietak 2012, 152, 169, 552-553, figs. 95, 99,
106, 108, 110.

8 DunnaaM and JansseN 1960, 20, pl. 120 [4]. For a parallel,
see MARIETTE 1880, 538 [1391].

bek of Senwosret IIT’s reign.®* This has led some to
connect Khusobek’s expedition with that of Mon-
tuembhat,®* consequently assigning the latter’s stela
to Senwosret III's reign.®> While appealing, the
lack of any mention of a king’s name or regnal date
in Montuembhat’s text confines its dating to the sec-
ond half of the Twelfth Dynasty.’® The absence of
any particular details regarding the expedition also
places its aggressive nature in question. However,
given the resulting import of products, its primary
concern was likely of a commercial nature, per-
haps similar to Montuembhat’s expedition to Nubia.

Indeed, minor finds either of Levantine origin
or influence were discovered at Semna. A Thir-
teenth Dynasty to early Second Intermediate Peri-
od context from the fort’s Room 407 West pro-
duced a fragment of Tell el-Yahudiyah ware.*” It
preserves the bottom of a piriform juglet with a
ring base and one zone decorated with standing
triangles. Such features are most akin to Aston
and Bietak’s imported Type Group [.2.2e and
1.3.2b which range in date from the mid-Thirteenth
to early Fifteenth Dynasty.*® The fort’s Room 14
yielded a scarab inscribed with s3 Rw Gmw
di(.w) “nh ‘son of Ra, 3mw, given life’ (Fig. 5
[1]),¥ linking it to the reign of a Fourteenth
Dynasty king and thus trade with the northern,
Levantine-influenced dynasty.”® The same is the
case with fifteen scarabs discovered in Second
Intermediate Period tombs of Cemetery S500
(Fig. 5 [2-11]) which feature a range of Levantine
designs. These include the geometric linear pat-
tern,” addorsed red crowns (Fig. 5 [2]),”* encom-
passed coils with a central cross (Fig. 5 [3]),”® an
antelope (Fig. 5 [4]),>* confronted cobras (Fig. 5
[5]),” a crocodile (Fig. 5 [5-6]),°° a heraldic beast

% Like other Fourteenth and Fifteenth Dynasty kings, 3mw

assumed royal Egyptian titles and epithets while bearing a
foreign, Semitic-sounding name that points to his possible
Near Eastern ancestry. Rynort 1997, 98—102.

Ben-Tor’s Design Class 1B. Dunnam and Janssen 1960, pl.

122 [44]; Ben-Tor 2007, 58, 122, n. 246.

2 Ben-Tor’s Design Class 3B2b. Duntam and JaNssen 1960,
pl. 120 [25]; Ben-Tor 2007, 79. The scarab also features a
sedge and bee motif (Design Class 3B2).

% Ben-Tor’s Design Class 6Cl. Dunuam and JansseN 1960,
pl. 122 [17]; Ben-Tor 2007, 90.

% Ben-Tor’s Design Class 9B. DunaAaM and JANsSEN 1960, pl.
121 [25]; BEn-Tor 2007, 95.

> Ben-Tor’s Design Class 9C2. DunHAM and Janssen 1960,
pl. 122 [33]; Ben-Tor 2007, 95-96.

% Ben-Tor’s Design Class 9D. DunnaM and JANsSEN 1960, pl.
122 [33, 45]; Ben-Tor 2007, 97.
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(Fig. 5 [7]),” standing or seated figures either with
a human or mythical head (Fig. 5 [8-10])*® and a
Levantine Hathor symbol (Fig. 5 [11]).*

As such, the combined evidence indicates that
goods from the Levant and the Levantine-influ-
enced dynasties of the Delta had reached Semna in
the Second Intermediate Period, perhaps as early
as the Thirteenth Dynasty. Earlier, the only refer-
ence to Asiatics is of belligerent activity against a
particular group among foreigners, agreeing with
the Twelfth Dynasty representation of Asiatics in
the Mirgissa execration texts. Despite the bellicos-
ity, the Second Intermediate Period perhaps wit-
nessed the presence of individuals of Asiatic
descent like one of Paimi-ib’s family members.
Either directly via such individuals, or indirectly
via other trade networks, products of Levantine
origin or influence reached Semna. They signify
that, after the withdrawal of pharaonic control
from the site, its elite still had access to the north,
suggesting a wider circulation of Levantine-
inspired goods during the Second Intermediate
Period.

Gebel Turob

Gebel Turob is a small hill around 0.5 km south-
west of the fortress of Buhen.!” The site was uti-
lised as a cemetery for Buhen’s officials and may
have also acted as a strategic lookout over the
desert encompassing Buhen.'” Middle Kingdom
graffiti are engraved on the southern and western
rock clefts of the hill, and were most possibly
composed by officers or expedition members of
the region’s fortresses, primarily that of Buhen.'”
One hieratic inscription, no. 13, includes the
names of Wsr.t Sm.w(y) ‘Wosret and Sm.w(y)’,
which has been corrected to (S-n-)wsr.t (s3)
Sm.w(y) ‘(Sen)wosret’s (son), 3m.w(y)’ or Wsr.t

97 Ben-Tor’s Design Class 9F. DuntaM and JANSSEN 1960, pl.

122 [18]; Ben-Tor 2007, 97-98.

% Ben-Tor’s Design Classes 10A and 10B. DunHAM and JANs-
SEN 1960, pls. 121 [17, 32], 122 [6, 14-15, 45-46], 123 [4];
BEeN-Tor 2007, 98—101.

*  Ben-Tor’s Design Class 10D. DunHAaM and Janssen 1960,
pl. 123 [7]; Ben-Tor 2007, 101-102. Nine other scarabs
from the cemetery have been assigned a Second Interme-
diate Period date, but these instead bear Egyptian motifs
(Ben-Tor 2007, 57-58, n. 245).

100 H. SmitH 1972, 46.

10 H. Smrth 1966, 330-334; 1972, 46-47.

12 H. Smith 1972, 4647, 51-56.

103 H. Smith 1972, 48, fig. 7A; ScHNEIDER 2003a, 33-34.
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Fig. 6 Inscription no. 13, Gebel Turob. After H. SmitH 1972,
48, fig. 7A

Sm.w [...]w ‘Wosret, Sm.w and [..]w’ (Fig. 6).1%
In all cases, the text hints that 3m.w(y) or his/her
son was at Gebel Turob and could have been
employed at one of the fortresses in the area. He
was either represented and identified partly, if not
completely, as an Asiatic by his name, or as an
individual of Asiatic descent.

Other evidence for contact

Minor finds of Levantine influence or origin are
sporadically found at several sites south of the
First Cataract. Due to the scope of this article, it is
not possible to discuss the finds from each site in
detail, however a selection is presented to show
their geographic and chronological dispersal. For
instance, the tombs of Buhen’s Cemeteries K, J
and H produced numerous Fifteenth Dynasty piri-
form and biconical Tell el-Yahudiyah juglets and
one wheel-made globular juglet.!'” Several scarabs
with Levantine designs were also collected from
the site, their styles assigned to the Second Inter-
mediate Period.' At Askut, pottery evidently of
MBIIA date and fabric, and piriform Tell el-
Yahudiyah ware of Levantine fabric were collect-
ed from the fort’s mid-late Thirteenth Dynasty

104 RANDALL-MAcIVER and WooLLEy 1911, 133-134, 148-149,

152, 161-163, 171, 176-177, 185-186, 202-203, 214-216;
KapLaN 1980, 82-86, figs. 13 [a, d], 23 [b], 44 [c, g], 45 [c],
49 [c, e—f], 53 [b—c, f], 57 [f], 58 [a, d], 85 [b], 93 [b], 97
[a], 98 [b], 105 [c—d], 133 [o]; AsToN and Bietak 2012, 144,
152, 206, 221-230, 240-257, figs. 87, 99, 141-142, 147, 162,
167, 176, 182, 186, 189.

105 RANDALL-MAcIVER and WooLLEYy 1911, 180-181, 183, pls.
56-58, 89; Ben-Tor 2007, 55-56, 86—87, 89, 91, 95-98,
101. Two stelae from Tombs J14 (Khartoum 370) and H1
(Khartoum 364) of the second half of the Second Interme-
diate Period were also dedicated by individuals of Asiatic
descent. For these, see H. Smitn 1976, pls. 70 [1, 4]; Scu-
NEIDER 2003a, 48—49.
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Phase 3,!°¢ while other sherds of Syro-Palestinian
storage jars have also been identified.'”” At
Uronarti, fragments of three piriform Tell el-
Yahudiyah juglets were found in the barracks’
Room 26, as well as the fort’s Room F 32 and the
south passage of Building A, their shapes parallel-
ing those from Tell el-Dabca Strata F-E/3 of the
mid-late Thirteenth Dynasty, or the Fourteenth
Dynasty in the Delta.!®® A scarab seal impression
of Maaibra was also unearthed at the fort in a dis-
putable context assigned to the late Thirteenth or
early Eighteenth Dynasty.!” Ukma contained piri-
form Tell el-Yahudiyah juglets of the late Thir-
teenth to early Fifteenth Dynasty as well as Sec-
ond Intermediate Period scarabs, one bearing the
name of Maaibra Sheshi and several portraying
Levantine designs."” The southernmost reach of
such northerly products appears to be Kerma, the
administrative centre of the Kushite kingdom,
where late Thirteenth Dynasty to Second Interme-
diate Period Tell el-Yahudiyah ware of piriform
shape, miniature shape and naturalistic design
were found."!! The site also yielded a large collec-
tion of Second Intermediate Period scarabs,'?
including seal impressions of Sekhaenra, Maaibra
and Ykbhr'3 which were evidently retrieved
from late Thirteenth Dynasty contexts,'* as well
as scarabs bearing Levantine designs like the
repeated “nr ¢ formula.!’s

The dates and contexts of these finds, a few of
which are debated, signal the flow of Levantine
and Levantine-inspired items across Egypt and
Nubia. Some objects could have been directly

106 S, SmitH 1995, 58, 75-76, 81-82; 2004, 210, fig. 4; Kno-
BLAUCH 2007, 227. The Tell el-Yahudiyah vessels ascribe to
Aston and Bietak’s Levanto-Egyptian Types 1.2 and 1.3
(Aston and BieTak 2012, 144-169, figs. 87-110).

107 S, Smit 2002, 51; 2004, 210, fig. 3.

198 Aston and Bietak’s Levanto-Egyptian Types [.2 and/or 1.3.
AsToN and BIETAK 2012, 144-169, 347-368, figs. 87-110,
pls. 7-14.

199 REISNER 1955, 26, fig. 14 [387]; BEN-ToR, ALLEN and ALLEN
1997, 56-58; RynoLt 1997, 321-322; BEn-Tor 2007, 47-48;
MOoELLER and MarouarD 2011, 107-108.

10 KapLaN 1980, 103, 257, fig. 31 [a—b]; Rynorr 1997, 369;
Ben-Tor 2007, 60—61; Aston and Bierak 2012, 169, fig.
105.

" REisNErR 1923, 384, 386; KarLaN, HARBOTTLE and SAYRE
1982, 141, fig. 7, Minor 2012, 154-155, fig. 5.21.

12 REIsNER 1923, 384, 386; KarLaN 1980, 90-92; BEN-TOrR
2007, 63; AstoN and Bietak 2012, 152-169, 200, 206, 278,
figs. 102, 104, 141, 147, 207.

imported from the Levant via the Delta, but it is
equally arguable that the items reached Nubia
indirectly via travelling Egyptians or Nubians
transporting commodities.''® Items dating to the
Twelfth Dynasty are minimal if not absent, sug-
gesting little to no direct and indirect contact
between the Levant and Upper Nubia. From the
second half of the Thirteenth Dynasty and espe-
cially from the establishment of the Fourteenth
Dynasty onwards, the flow of Levantine(-influ-
enced) items seems to have increased, with the
majority of scarab seal designs and Tell el-Yahudi-
yah juglets paralleling forms dating to this period
or later. Interestingly, the observed shift corre-
sponds with the discovery of sherds ascribed to
Nubian cultures from Second Intermediate Period
Phases E/3 to D/2 at Tell el-Dabca.!” Such a shift
could thus relate to the Egyptian administration’s
abandonment of forts in the Thirteenth Dynasty'!®
and the subsequent decrease in Egyptian control
over the flow of items and peoples south of Ele-
phantine.'” It may also be explained by heightened
trade initiatives or attempts by the northern
Dynasties, particularly Dynasty 14, to establish,
develop or expand trade routes from the Delta to
towns across the First Cataract. The observation
could also be connected to the growing power of
the Kushite kingdom'” and/or escalated trade
between Levantine regions and dynasties in
Egypt, leading to a rise in the circulation of
Levantine(-influenced) products. A further proba-
bility is the presence of Levantines themselves
beyond the southern borders of Egypt, perhaps

13 As with Smw and other rulers of Dynasties 14 and 15, the
Semitic-sounding name of Ykbhr points to his possible
Near Eastern ancestry. See n. 90; Rynort 1997, 99-100,
382-383.

14 REISNER 1923, 28; vol. 2, fig. 168 [56-58, 60]; PorTER and
Moss 1995, 175; Rynort 1997, 49, 360, 369, 382. See also
GRATIEN 1991, 21-24.

15 TUrNELL 1974, pls. 4—6; BEN-Tor 2010, 93-95; MiNor 2012,
139, n. 174.

116 Bourriau 1991, 130; 2000, 195; Ben-Tor 2007, 54.

17 AstoN and BADER 2004, 63—64; AstoN and BieTtak 2017.

18 H. SmitH 1976, 67-79; Bourriau 1991, 130-135; RyHoLT
1997, 90-93; S. SmiTH 2002, 59-73.

1 For more on the late Middle Kingdom’s administration of
the fortresses in Nubia as well as the extent of its control
over the movement of peoples and items, see for instance
H. Smith 1976, 67-79; TrIGGER 1976, 64—81; Z1BELIUS-CHEN
1988, 136—197; WEGNER 1995; Liszka and KrRAEMER 2016;
KRrAEMER and Liszka 2016.

1200 H. Smita 1976, 61-93; Bourriau 1991, 130-135; RyHoLT
1997, 91; S. Smith 2002, 59-73.
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those sent on similar expeditions to the identified
individuals of Asiatic descent discussed in this

paper.

Observations

The collected evidence sheds light on the changing
nature of encounters with the Levantine at or
beyond the southern borders of Egypt from the
Twelfth Dynasty to the early Second Intermediate
Period. Not intended to be exhaustive, its resulting
observations can offer insight into the dynamic
relations that occurred across etic cultural and
physical boundaries.

Dynasty 12 to 13

The earliest evidence for the presence of the
Levantine in the south may be dated to the first
half of the Twelfth Dynasty (Fig. 7). The Levan-
tine Painted Ware vessels from Elephantine imply
access to imported Levantine products between
the reigns of Senwosret 1 and III. At around the
latter’s reign, an extensive execration ritual was
carried out at Mirgissa, not only pointing to the

ideological, fopos, representation of Levantines,
but also to the administration’s attempt to protect
Egyptian security from foreigners, and its knowl-
edge in Levantine matters. Epithets of the mid—
late Twelfth Dynasty stela of Montuemhat from
Semna similarly invoke the official’s duty to sub-
due rebels of northern lands, signalling the contin-
ued representation of bellicosity against foreign-
ers, and the foreigner fopos, into the second half of
the Twelfth Dynasty. Combined, these texts agree
with other contemporary material from Egypt that
similarly exhibits an ideological topos, as well as
an increased concern to pursue ritual protection
against the foreign by the state elite.

Despite such ideological portrayals, four
inscriptions of the late Twelfth to early Thirteenth
Dynasty attest to direct contact with individuals of
Asiatic or Levantine origin. Two of these, one
from Aswan and the other from Kumma, clearly
point to the presence of such individuals in expe-
ditions to the south. The remaining two, also from
Aswan and Kumma, mention an association or
relation with Asiatic women labelled as 3m.¢.
Except for this term, all individuals of Asiatic
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descent are represented as Egyptians, those at
Aswan and Gebel Turob employing the hieratic
script for their inscriptions. Such representation
corresponds to other material from Egypt, indicat-
ing that, despite their proposed foreign ancestry,
individuals of Levantine descent portrayed them-
selves, either willingly or according to accepted
decorum and social norms, as predominantly
Egyptian. This observation should not be confused
as concrete evidence of the actual ‘Egyptianisa-
tion’ or acculturation of these individuals,'”' but
rather to their representation as individuals
expressing Egyptian traits. The fact that the texts
retained some indication of non-Egyptian ancestry
suggests that the persons were not completely
assimilated into the Egyptian culture, and perhaps
their acknowledgement of this ancestry was not
particularly shunned in society. It also hints at a
multicultural and perhaps even multi-ethnic iden-
tity, aspects of which could be manipulated
according to representation or purpose, status or
profession. So, even though these inscriptions
were carved at or south of the Middle Kingdom
border, the individuals still mostly utilised Egyp-
tian cultural traits of, for instance, language, script
and religion, in these Egyptian-style inscriptions.
The presumed context of Egyptian hegemony at
the inscriptions’ locations, the very nature of these
artefacts as Egyptian dedicatory texts, as well as
the individuals’ professions within the Egyptian
administration, all would have influenced how
these officials represented themselves, their social
identities, and thus their depiction as ‘Egyptian-
Levantines’. While the texts do not bear clear
insight into these individuals’ activities at these
locations, they can be added to several naming
Asiatic descendants that were discovered along
other nodes and vectors frequented by Egyptian
officials, soldiers, personnel, and traders as, for
instance, at Wadi el-Hol, Gebel Tjauti, Wadi el-
Hudi, Wadi el-Hammamat, and Serabit el-Khad-
im.'?2 This could point to the individuals’ roles and
skills in expeditionary ventures, but whether or

2l In fact, the presumed °‘Egyptianisation’ of individuals

should be reassessed to take into account current under-
standing of the processes and mechanisms involved in cul-
ture change or ethnic and social identity transformation,
modification or manipulation. For a similar view regarding
Egyptianisation, see VAN PELT 2013; pE Souza 2013.

122 Wadi el-Hol: J.C. DARNELL ef al. 2005. Gebel Tjauti: J.C.
DaRNELL 2002b, 56-58. Wadi el-Hudi: Rowe 1939, 187-191,
pl. 25; Fakury 1952, 35-38, fig. 29, pl. 14; Sapek 1980,

not such expertise was related to their Levantine
background and perhaps knowledge of different
terrain or cultures, or their duties as part of Egyp-
tian institutions and/or households, remains specu-
lative.

Dynasty 13 to the early Second Intermediate
Period

The evidence from the Thirteenth Dynasty to the
early Second Intermediate Period is marked by a
clear increase in contact with that of Levantine
origin or influence (Fig. 8). Direct encounters may
only be definitively inferred in two cases: the seal
impressions of 3m from Mirgissa’s fort, and the
stela of Paimi-ib from Semna. While the first may
be attributed to the reign of Sobekhotep II or
Khendjer, the second can only be assigned to the
Second Intermediate Period by the available evi-
dence. As with the inscriptions from Aswan and
Kumma, the two suggest that individuals of Asiat-
ic origin were utilising Egyptian traditions for
either administrative or honorary purposes. They
had assumed Egyptian names and practices and,
other than the term Sm, cannot be distinguished
as foreigners. As the scarabs and stela were all
found at Egyptian forts, they also suggest that the
Asiatic descendants were likely associated with
other Egyptians at Nubia, possibly even represent-
ing Egyptian interests in the south. The remaining
evidence takes the form of royal-name and Levan-
tine-design scarabs as well as Levantine(-influ-
enced) ceramics. Fourteenth Dynasty scarabs of
Sekhaenra, Maaibra Sheshi, Ykbhr and Smw
were collected from such sites as Elephantine,
Mirgissa, Semna, Uronarti and Kerma. Levantine-
design scarabs were more numerous, especially in
funerary contexts, and occur at sites like Elephan-
tine, Buhen, Mirgissa, Semna, Ukma and Kerma.
Tell el-Yahudiyah vessels were retrieved from the
examined sites of Buhen, Askut, Semna, Uronarti,
Ukma and Kerma. Other non-Egyptian ceramics
are unique, only occurring at Askut and Buhen.

38-39, 84-88; SapEk 1985, pls. 8, 23. Wadi el-Hammamat:
Couvat and MoNTET 1912, 40, 48-51, pls. 5, 13—14; GASSE
1987, pls. 39—-42. Serabit el-Khadim: GARDINER and PEET
1917; Cerny 1935; CErRNY 1955; GoLpwasser 2012. See also
Mourap 2015, 108-109, 112—-113, 131-146. For further dis-
cussion on individuals of Asiatic descent in these areas,
see J.C. DARNELL et al. 2005, 89-92; GoLpwasser 2012,
370-371.
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The finds specify the flow of traded goods,
albeit somewhat limited, during Dynasty 13 and
the early Second Intermediate Period. While this
is more indicative of indirect contact, it remains
evidence for some cross-cultural encounters
between elements originating from the Levant and
the Levantine-influenced northern dynasties of
Egypt, and the Egyptian and Nubian elements of
Nubia. It further vindicates Nubia’s access to
Levantine and Levantine-inspired products during
the Fourteenth Dynasty and the early Fifteenth
Dynasty, even if this was via indirect links. The
increase in these items’ number in comparison to
previous periods, as well as the differences in their
nature and contexts, point to a changing trade net-
work. This could be explained as a symptom of the
Thirteenth Dynasty’s reduced control over Egypt,
correlating with the fall of the Middle Kingdom as
well as the disintegration of Egyptian border con-
trol. Indeed, the dissolution of Dynasty 13’s power
would have feasibly affected the state’s domination

over regional and interregional trade routes, elimi-
nating possible former restrictions on the distribu-
tion of particular items to certain areas across
Egypt and Nubia, and allowing emerging powers
such as the Fourteenth Dynasty to more freely
establish and develop trade. Significantly, the evi-
dence corroborates the existence of some trade
links from the very north of Egypt to the heart of
Nubian lands, pointing to the wider dissemination
of Levantine and Levantine-influenced products,
even if through indirect channels. The Hyksos
Dynasty would have likely fostered this trade, but
the rising Theban Dynasty and its control over
parts of the Nile Valley may have further altered
the channels and links through which objects and
entities reached Nubia. Inevitably, though, such
trade links could have very well influenced or fur-
thered political developments towards the second
half of the Second Intermediate Period and
towards the reunification of the Egyptian state.
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